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Wood lover's hands turned part of
Ned Hanlon's bed into cabinet

Frank Lomax learned to handwork when he was 11 In the Lomax dining room
use his hands in Scotland skil- years old in 1902. His hands he can point proudly to a
fully enough to win a prize for haven’t been still since. beautifully scaled china cabi-

net. “It was made irom the

walnut that had been Ned
Hanlan's (Toronto’s famed
sculler) marriage bed. The
headboard was 10 feet tall.”

Old wood is spoken of with
reverence.. I’s not easy fo
find a piece of walnut today
to form the top of a kneehole
desk, he said.

.Not only does Mr. Lomax
collect old wood, which he
fashions into fine examples of
furniture, but he has acquired
early ‘Ontario examples of
craftsmanship, which he has
refinished to their origipal
“beauty.

He is precise in his identifi-
caiion and has autbentic rec-

- ords to back his collection of
~antique furniture and - the -
wood used in his own work.

There is a drop-leaf table
made of sweet chestnut before
the trees became extinet in-
Ontario. The grain of the
wood is  striking with the
sirong, distinetive marking,
rarelyseen foday.

e i B e An mposingsideboard
bears the label of Robert Hay

Pl’ank Lomax checks khardwa:’e ¢n curate hef(l;(re thetScottish cabinet-
] - ¥ an znticue exzmple. maker went inte partnership

he made after seaing an antiq P to form {hc Jaques and Hay
{urniture company. ‘The piece

Frank Lomax, a Scot from Edinburgh, was “imported” Stk L
with a group of young educated Scots by a Canadian Globe and Mail article
bank about 1910 and remained in the local financial continued on page 2
business for the rest of his career.

Frank, his wife Gladys and son Don, moved to 204 Lakeshore and lived there

until the Clearances. Don, now 90 and an active member of the RCYC reside

in their home on the Harbour Front overlooking the Bay and the Island.
(Editor’s comments continued on Page 2)



W10 THE GLOBE AND MAIL, THURSDAY, JANUARY 31, 1974

Wood lover's hands turned part of
Ned Hanlon's bed into cabinet

A simple walnuf chair is
impressed with the identifica-
tion that it was made in Can-
ada West. And there are cabi-
net clocks. One from an old
school. It bears the legend Ca-
nadian Time. A wag-on-the-
wall clock comes from Mick-
ie’s, the provisioner for years
to Toronto’s carriage trade.

But it is the pride in his
own work that is evident

around the house. A Daven-
port desk has been made of
three-quarters fir ply and ve-

neer, It is a copy of an origi-
nal piece.

The rich glow of mahogany
is emphasized in a small
chest of drawers inlaid with
striping and in various fable
tops with inlaid designs. One
small stand has the Union
Jack inlaid with dyed wood.
“It's not painted,” he said,

“the wood had to be dyec ‘,to.
get the right colors.”

Mr. Lomax can point to the
comfortable pair of beds he
made and.the chesterfield and

. lounging chairs.

He still resents the loss ofi
his house on Toranto island.
“They ~ burned it to the
ground. The whole house had
-pine {floors I finished by hand
—there wasnt one knot in
that pine.’

Of interest to Islanders were their next-door neighbours at 202 Lakeshore, Charles
And Edith Hanlan Michie. Edith was Ned Hanlan’s eldest daughter. Charles and
his brother John were grocery suppliers to Toronto’s “carriage trade” from their
store at 1 King Street West. Michies was family operated from 1835 to 1947, and
was honoured with an historical plaque by Heritage Toronto.

Don Lomax thinks that next-door neighbor Edith Hanlan Michie gave her father
Ned’s “marriage bed” to his father Frank rather than leaving it to be destroyed
when 202 was vacated in the Clearances.
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