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Takes 6,000 Passengers To Pay F or New

Water Taxi Engine
Owners Aren't Making Fortunes

By THURSTON SMITH

taxi companies, maligned and tolerated
but scldom praisced, are propertly speaking neither taxis nor
regular launch services according to their owners,
Durnan and Gordon Baker of Hanlans point.

Qur two water

Five years ago — after Baker
“bought up the Rill marine ser-
vice, he and Durfian used to vie
for business like warring city
cab qwners. That year he lost
$40,000 running his five boats
on direct trips to the three is-
land points, all in an effort, he
explains, to supply a taxi ser-
vice.

'ﬁlthough Durnan, in the bhus-
Iness since 1938, calls his service
*a water taxi and bas radio com-
murnication with two city cab
.ccmpanies, both he and Baker
are hamstrung by the econgmics
of power boat operation.' For
Baker it takes three people to
pay for an average irip across
the bhay, for Durnan six, and a
single passenger’'s dollar is a
losing proposition.

Although both companies try
to operate on a regular schedule
as a service to the island publie,
often persons are kept
on docks or taken the long way
home because, according to
Baker, TTC regulations forbid a
published schedule. The Rill
marine owner, a driver himself,
calls his morning commuter ser-
vices from Hanlans ‘‘chartered
trips” hoping the day will come
when both companies can supply
a hetter service according to
time table.

“We must stay small,
hest service we can  with the
equipment we've got’ explaing
Baker, who now has three boats
running. “The = permanent 1Is-
landers are very tolerant and the
majority understand our prob-
lems.”’ . :

an answer for those who

walting

.ors and mechaniecs have

| gasoline bill for RIll comes to
give the

John

His Bay Queen, Jewel and R11[f§
‘along with

Durnan’s two, the
Minnie D, and the Louise
two independently operated craft
are the optimum number
harbour trade, he thinks. The|
Bay Queen holds 44 parsengers.
costs $12,000 and has a 200 h.p.
Chrysler engine. The Jewel holds

33, the RIIl 12, while the

20. =
Both Durnan and Baker have
think
they are doing a land office bus-

Iness. Both have bought new
engines, one for the Bay Queen
this year costing $3,000. and
one ]ast year for.the Louise. The
Minnie D was laid up for two
weeks this year with a broken
ghaft while the Jewel burst a
valve silx weeks ago, rulning
plston and shaft for a $400 re-
pair job.

“Try to imagine 6,000 passon-
gers lining up” Baker says, Tre-
ferring to how long It would
take to pay for the new engine
at 50c a head. Then it costs
them between $1,800 and $1,900
just to get the hoats In the
water: drivers, radio despatch-
to be
paid In addition to the weekly
$350.

THIRD BOAT SOON

An average day’s returns for|
Baker ic between $120 and $150,
for Durnan between $100 and
£125 on his two boats. Durnan
explains he only ia heginning to

will be there to welcome

8 Coffee, Cigaréttes, Snacks
plus

for :

Min-
nie D can take 24 and the Louise:

“HAVE A COFFEE
AT THE CLUB”

BABE PEAT

YoU |

etc. .
C.I.A. CLUBHOUSE

For smoother . sailing

through life, invest in

t

JLife Insurance,

- Ing himsell, four of them

Confederation Life

Association
624 Lakeshore Avenue
Hanlan’s Pu, Toronto
Bus:Em.1-6111Res: Em.6-1537

get ahead this vear, and will be
putting his third boat in the
water soon.

Baker hag gix drivers. inelud-

with
more than {wo vears experlence
including veteran Wes Smith, a
part time driver from whom he
hought the bhusiness. They are
all Tslanders as are Durnan's
four, and all have usually- had
naval or aquatiec experience, must
be able to swim, and be court-
eous to the publie.

A. W. WHISKIN
6 St. Andrews Avenue

Will BUILD, REBUILD, PAINT or REPAIR uny part of your home,
undation.

Fromrronttldewt!ktobuk!eneo—-trommo{mto

No job too large—none too small.

GENERAL OONTRACTOR °
Centre Island




Takes 6,000 Passengers To Pay For New
Water Taxi Engine
Owners Aren’t Making Fortunes

*The public have their pre
ferences among the drivers” EATO Nqs
Daker explains, adding it takes
a man a year to get onto the job
[and to know the people. Joe

[ 4
| Taylorson has heen with him 0 ,l
three vears, Dave Hart, two, rs
Frank Baxter, a part time driver. ell Ve
two and Vince Evans, new this
vear, three months. For Durn-
an, Gord (Jimmie) Jones Is ‘the To THE TORONTO 'SlANDS
veteran while hig son Jim, Bill
Durnan, John's cousin; and

PHONE TR. 511
"the wheel. Y

They all must pay their own

speeding fines when ecaught by * For any merchandise department
i‘thn speed traps set up by the

Harbour VPolice. . The 11 -mph Telephone order service opens daily ot
limit in the Bay and the six 8.45 a.m.

miles allowed in the lagoons are
oftenn temptation to excess es-
peclally when frate passengers Please order early to ensure following day
begin muttering about getting

home faster hy ferry hoat. delivery.

NIGHTS ARE BEST Please allow extra delivery time for heavy or
The big business comes in bulky goods.
April and November, the months (XO DELIVERY ON MONDAY)
when the ferrfes run their helt-
line skeleton service. During the

s NOTE — NO TELEPHONE OR MAIL ORDERS ON PROVISIONS.
Summer, nights are best, and -

PAINEE: e s B i W You moy- ossemble your provision order in the department ond
iy ‘$'7,; in falr weather. Yet have it delivered the next day ot a nominal charge of 25¢
in the effort to keep a sched- regordless of size of order,

ule of running alternate boats,

the two operators often hear the T.EATON C e

complaint from waiting passen-
gerg they have plenty for a pay-

ing load. “In addition the fellow who

“In addition the fellow who
rightly says this trip has already,
paid for _itsel? twice over, .for-
gty the -hURd el of- aay-rimd
trips where we hreak even, or
even loge,” Durnan 8ays.

What about the driver’s life?
Certainly not all peaches and
cream and aauatfe feasta accnrd.

MARKET

“WHEN IT COMES TO FOOD COME TO US”
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK

Pessmsmm FRIDAY’S OPEN TILL 8.30 P.M.

“CLAYTON'S

rightly says this trip has already
pald for_ itself twice over, .for-
EOtRTTHa T HU PSS ros g g y=t1 me
trips where we bhreak even, or
even lose,” Durnan says.

What about the driver's life?
Certainly not all -peaches and
cream and aquatic feasts accord-
ing to Baker. ‘Tt takes time In
dealing with people; that’s the
big ithings. After a ‘while you
don’t even pav any attention to
the scenery and the lagoons.” he

adds. !
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